BOOK REVIEWS
Advanced life-support guidelines are based on the European document, which varies in some particulars from Australian and U.S. guidelines.
There are a few areas where statements made are arguable, such as the omission of neurogenic causes of hypotension, the recommendation of noradrenaline plus dobutamine for septic shock, the recommendation of intravenous chlormethiazole for alcohol withdrawal, and the recommendation of intravenous aminophylline in acute severe asthma.
These things aside, the information provided has been carefully chosen, and key up-to-date references provided, including Bersten on pulmonary oedema and Fisher on anaphylaxis.
I can recommend the book to those who want or need a brief summary of a wide range of acute medical conditions, either for clinical use or to stimulate revision of important areas. pp. 372. A multi-disciplinary approach is used in this book, devoted to airway obstruction in children. The initial chapters are on developmental anatomy and physiology of the larynx and trachea. Bronchoscopic assessment is then discussed, as are other evaluation methods such as flow-volume loops, sleep studies and imaging by plain X-ray, computerized tomography and magnetic resonance.
Other chapters centre on the pathophysiology, epidemiology, clinical presentation, evaluation and management of the spectrum of conditions which may cause or are associated with airway obstruction in the child.
Further chapters are on tracheostomy, the home care of children with tracheostomies, neonatal respiratory disorders and laser endoscopy. Different diseases are clearly described, with problems well-defined and appropriate management strategies suggested.
References are extensive. Interestingly, a reference is quoted which challenges the popular notion that infants are "obligate nose-breathers" and proposes the phrase "preferential nose-breathers".
I have a few criticisms. During flexible endoscopy i would say that monitoring by pulse oximetry is mandatory, not just "helpful". The dose quoted for chloral hydrate is excessive. Besides adequate general anaesthesia, the key to providing optimal conditions for the endoscopist is effective topical anaesthesia which is not emphasized sufficiently in some chapters, mainly those not written by anaesthetists. Furthermore, there was no discussion on possible solutions to ventilation problems during repair of low tracheal stenoses.
On the whole, this is an excellent book and is thoroughly recommended. 
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